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pretty clear of devils, cost me what it may.' Simply as a
moral agent, he need not trouble his head about what he
cannot alter in the system of things. But if he carries his
thought out beyond the law of his own life, and tries
whether that law has a wider sweep and fits the great order
of the world and the courses of history, he throws himself
into a problem to which the issues of conduct, in men and
nations, are no longer indifferent; it is left with those issues
to establish for him, or to contradict, an unswerving moral
agency at the heart of things. And thus it was with
Shaftesbury. He longed, and not in vain, to find in the
spiritual law of human life the principle of unity, and the
key of interpretation, for all nature as the abode of self-
conscious minds: he saw universal traces of the rule of
righteous order and perfect beauty; in comparison with
which the dark lines affected his faith with no deep shadows.
It was in the interest of this optimism, which constituted
his religion, that he was concerned to show, how favoured
by nature was the lot of true goodness. In the school of
thinkers, on the other hand, with which Mr. Leslie Stephen
has most affinity, there is no more favourite object of attack
than this optimism: in their eagerness to correct its ex-
tremes, they dwell with a bitter satisfaction, pathetic or
cynical, on the blunders of nature and the wrongs of life;
and while hasting to prove how badly happiness is allotted,
so that goodness suffers and wickedness enjoys, forget that
in that case each (according to the theory that happiness
alone constitutes obligation) must have missed its way, and
strayed from its own track upon the other's. It is in proof
of optimism, or in rebuke to it, that each writer has lost for
a moment the thread of his moral theory.

In reading Shaftesbury we frequently come across the
group of 'particular passions/ which afterwards assumed
such importance in the sermons*of Butler; and we find them
similarly treated as primary instincts, and not as derivative
varieties of a sovereign Self-love. In like manner, he recog-
nises a plurality of * particular affections/ the parental, the